
Better Manage Your 
Estimating Process at 
this Valuable Lunch ‘N 
Learn in January
Job profitability starts with 
the estimating process. Join 
us for this hands-on 
interactive presentation by 
Larry Wendt of Syscon, Inc. 
who will help you learn how 
you can better track, 
manage, and analyze the 
estimating process.  Gain 
valuable and significant 
information so you can more 
effectively estimate jobs and 
become more profitable!  
Register today for one of our 
most popular lunch ’n learn 
sessions!  Go online at 
www.asachicago.org today!

Mark Your Calendar For 
These Upcoming Events:

Tool Night at Venuti’s, January 5, 
2010

Annual Convention in the Grand 
Caymans, January 13-17, 2010

GC Trip to the Other Side at Walsh, 
January 27, 2010

“Managing the Estimating Process”, 
January 28, 2010

Dinner Meeting: Green Building, 
February 2, 2010

Computer Class: Microsoft Outlook, 
February 10, 2010

BIM Workshop with the GCs, 
February 25, 2010
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In Memorial: Ms. Sharon Topel
It is with deep sadness and heavy hearts that we at 
ASA Chicago inform you of the passing of our recent 
Executive Director, Sharon Topel. Sharon passed away 
on December 10, 2009 after a courageous battle with 
cancer.

Sharon served ASA Chicago
for fifteen years during 
which Our Association 
experienced tremendous 
change and growth. 
She brought abundant 
enthusiasm and joy to her 
work and always was 
advocating on behalf of 
Subcontractors and the 
betterment of the industry. 
Sharon had a keen eye for 
talent and recruited many members to serve on 
committees-where we learned, made contacts and 
had fun. 

Sharon developed close bonds and lifelong friendships with 
many of us. Sharon is survived by her husband Sam, her three 
sons and their families. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you would consider a 
donation to assist the research program for Sharon's oncolo-
gist, Dr Jon Richards. Donations can be sent to: 
Oncology Specialist Research Fund, 
for Dr. Jon Richards' Research Program
Oncology Specialists, S.C., c/o Mary Beth Mardjetko
1700 Luther Lane, Park Ridge, IL 60068
In memory of Sharon Topel
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Welcome New Members
Preferred Electrical Construction Corporation
Tony Mulizio
Electrical
55 N. Garden Avenue
Roselle, Il 60172
630-893-3444
tmulizio@preferred-electric.com
www.preferred-electric.com

Rolstrom Hogstrom
Chris Hogstrom
Concrete, Demolition, Electrical, Landscape, 
Masonry, HVAC, Paving, Plumbing, Roofing, Sheet 
Metal
28045 N. Ashley Circle, #108
Libertyville, IL 60048
847-247-0130
robin@rhinconline.com

ASA CHICAGO
3150 River Road, Suite 101
Des Plaines, IL  60018
Phone: 847-827-8336
Fax: 847-827-8359
E-mail:  info@asachicago.org
Website:  www.asachicago.org

The CHICAGO SUB-TIMES is the 
official publication of the 
Association of Subcontractors & 
Affiliates (ASA Chicago).  Ideas, 
opinions and statements 
expressed in articles by 
contributors are not necessarily 
those of ASA Chicago. Brand Your Business

By Adam Busch, Chair, ASA Chicago Branding Committee

The Branding Committee, has taken proactive steps to renovate 
ASA Chicago’s message and identity.  The committee has created 
revised mission & vision statements that accurately reflect ASA Chicago 
within the marketplace. We have also developed and enhanced
some primary marketing pieces so they visually and verbally express 
ASA Chicago and so our membership is more professionally represented 
through its collateral.  We have taken some initial steps to collaborate 
with other committees, and the Board of Directors, and will continue 
to collaborate to ensure that ASA Chicago’s brand is uniformly 
carried out by all members. Through this cooperation, we also look 
forward to building a systematic network of communications.  What we 
need right now is for all members to take some small steps to 
generate better brand awareness for ASA Chicago by uploading 
ASA Chicago’s logo onto your corporate site and let people know that 
ASA Chicago Builds Business!

The Branding Committee consists of Caroline Melton, 
Sheri Tantari, Co-Chair, Joanne Works, Amber Zurcher, Dan Barton, 
Ken Dermer, Terry Hagy, Mike Hancock, Karsten Pawlik, Gary Caby, and 
Adam Busch.

Start Your New Year with ASA Chicago! 
Don’t Miss Tool Night, BPI and More on January 5, 2010 

“Tool Night” is a forum where vendors and buyers can discuss small 
tool products.  You’ll be able to see, touch and hear about all kinds of 
hand tools on display! It’s the pefect avenue for superintendents, 
purchasing agents and job-site foremen to take advantage of leading 
edge technology improving productivity.  See the latest in power tools 
from a product lineup including: Hilti, Bosch, DeWalt, Wacker, Diamond 
Vantage, Tsurumi, Stihl, Husgvana, Powermoon & Strobes, Ridge Tools, 
Milwaukee, Cooper Hand Tools, Klein Tools, ICS, Makita, Fein, Arbor 
Tech, Cox North America, Crick Tool Company, BASF, Pacific Laser 
Systems, Matebo.  Vendors on display include Cobra Concrete Cutting 

Services,  Hilti, Inlad Truck & Van Equipment, Mutual Sales Corp., 

RentalMax and Turek & Sons. 

Register Online at www.ASAchicago.org!

The December 8th snowstorm did not 
stop over 130 guests at the Annual ASA 
Chicago Holiday Party.  The social 
committee decked the halls of Danada 
House in Wheaton with blue satin, 
white tulips and lavish greenery that 
brought a festive mood to all around!  
The crowd was entertained with Vito 
Zatto whose hilarious antics included 
many audience members in wild 
costumes, singing songs and dancing.  
Special guests from the Ronald 
McDonald House Charities had a 
heartwarming presentation from  Amy 
Janousek and Lauren Knazur.  Janousek 
talked about the importance of the 
houses, especially around the holidays, 
and how the newest Ronald McDonald 
House near Hope Hospital, is sure to be 
supportive and encouraging for children 
and families.     

ASA Chicago celebrates 
the Holiday Season with 
Ronald McDonald

Over $1,400 was raised for the Ronald McDonald House charities.  
Brian Maddox, Mike Hancock, Kay Anagnos, Karsten Pawlik and 
Rich Flynn present a check to Ronald himself!

March 4, 2010, The Odeum in Villa Park

Specialties Direct
Marianne Berry
Supplier of Toilet Partitions, Accessories, Lockers, 
Division 10
161 Tower Drive, Suite G
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
630-323-8100
mbarry@specialtiesdirect.com
www.specialtiesdirect.com




























